Stimulation of the lateral septum attenuates immobilization-induced stress ulcers.
Rats with electrodes implanted in their dorsolateral septal area underwent a cold-immobilization restraint procedure during which the experimental group received electrical stimulation while the control group did not. Electrical stimulation of the dorsolateral septal region clearly reduced the number of gastric ulcers formed during the cold-immobilization stress procedure. The pattern of results with septal stimulation contrasts with that seen by other investigators after stimulation of the central amygdaloid nucleus. The mitigation of stress-induced ulceration after lateral septal stimulation is consistent with the proposed function for the lateral septal area in relief from aversive emotional states.